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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 COTONO 01726 091217Z 
21 

ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 

RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 AGR-10 H-02 /036 W 

050062 

O R 091010Z NOV 74 
FM AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
TO USINFO WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 0000 

UNCLAS COTONOU 1726 

USIAC 

EO 11652: N/A 

FOR IBS COVERAGE DESK AND AFRICAN DIVISION, PASS IPS AFRICAN 
BRANCH. PASS IAA 

ON NOV 8 AND 9 A 5 MEMBER DEL FROM THE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE 
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE US CONGRESS, LED BY 
REPRESENTATIVE EKIKA DE LA GARZA OF TEXAS, VISIT COTONOU, DAHOMEY, 
ENROUTE TO ROME WHERE THEY WILL ATTEND CONCLUDING SESSIONS OF 
THE WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE. WHILE IN COTONOU THE CONGRESSMEN 
CALLED ON PRESIDENT MATHIEU KEREKOU, AND MET WITH DAHOMEAN 
OFFICIALS OF THE MINISTRIES OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, PLANNING AND 
STATISTICS, AND AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT. CONG- 
GRESSMAN DE LA GARZA EXPHASIZED THZSSTRONG AMERICAN INTEREST 
IN THE WELL-BEING AND PROGRESS OF THE COUNTIRES OF AFRICA. 

HE ALOS EXPRESSED THE GREAT SATISFACTION OF THE AMERICAN 
GOVERNMENT AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE IN REGARD TO THE DAHOMEAN 
GOCIRNMENT'S ASSISTANCE IN FACILITATING THE RAPID UNLOADING 
AND TRANSSHIPMENT OF GRAIN DONATED BY THE US FOR THE RELIEF 
OF THE DROUGHT-STRICKEN PEOPLE OF NIGER. MR DE LA GARZA SAID 
HE WAS IMPRESSED BY THE DETERMINATION OF PRESIDENT KEREKOU 
AND HIS GOVERNMENT TO PROMOTE THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF 

DAHOMEY. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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THE GROUP IS VISITING AFRICA BEFORE THE CONFERENCE IN ROME 
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IN ORDER TO SEE FIRSTHAND THE FOOD PROBLEMS OF WEST AND CENTRAL 
AFRICA AND TO FAMILIARIZE THEMSELVES WITH THE LOGISTICAL 
PROBLEMS INVOLVED IN GETTING RELIEF SHIPMENTS DELIVERED TO THE 
POPULATION SUFFERING FROM SEVERE FOOD SHORTAGE RESULTING FROM 
THE PROLONGED DROUGHT THAT HAS PLAGUED THE SAHEL REGION FOR 
SEVERAL YEARS. THE DELEGATION ARRIVED IN COTONOU AFTER VISITYO 
TO BAMAKO AND LOME. THE WILL ALSO STOP IN GABON. CAMEROON, 

AND NIGERIA BEFORE PROCEEDING ON TO ROME. 

ROSS 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE, COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 09 NOV 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974COTONO01726 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740323-0581 
From: COTONOU 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 974/newtext/tl 9741 156/aaaabvvj. tel 

Line Count: 70 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: kelleywO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 SEP 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 1 SEP 2002 by chicheje>; APPROVED <12 FEB 2003 by kelleyw0> 

Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: n/a 

TAGS: EAGR, OTRA, (KEREKOU, MATHIEU) 

To: USINFO WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
Type: TE 
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